Revival* 


August  13, 2015 
www.mbcb.org 


Bap  tistRecord 


AJ?  : 

Cr  S 


Vol.  139 
No.  32 


BRIEFS 


CITY  MAKING  GRAB 
FOR  CHURCH  PROPERTY 

HOUSTON  (BP)  -  Two  Afri¬ 
can  American  churches  in 
Houston.  Texas,  have  filed  a 
lawsuit  in  response  to  what 
they  say  is  an  illegal  city 
attempt  to  seize  their  prop¬ 
erty  for  an  urban  renewal 
project.  Tory  GunsoNey, 
president  and  CEO  of  the 
Houston  Housing  Authority, 
told  the  Houston  Chronicle 
the  city  wants  land  owned 
by  the  churches  as  part 
of  a  redevelopment  The 
city  triad  to  buy  property 
from  both  churches  before 
initiating  an  attempt  to 
seize  the  property  through 
eminent  domain  taws 

SANCTITY  OF  LIFE 
STUDIES  AVAILABLE 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  UfeWay 
Christian  Resources  has  > 
free  sanctity  of  human  life 
Bible  studies  for  download 


Ttib  fraa  tessons  are  avia* 

able  in  each  of  UfeWby  * 
ongoing  curriculum  Knaa: 
Bible  Studies  for  Life. 

Explore  the  Bible  and  The 
Gospel  Protect.  The  ses¬ 
sions  for  each  curriculum 
are  available  at  UfeWay. 
com/Articie/sanctity-of- 
We-Sunday-free^ibla-studY- 
tassona. 

JAMES.  FIRING  OVER 
HOMOSEXUAL  STANCE 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  Cottage 
football  analyst  Craig 
Jamas  has  filed  a  religious 
discrimination  lawsuit 
against  Fox  Sports  alleg¬ 
ing  he  was  f  ired  because 
of  his  Christian  belief  that 
homosexuality  is  3infui. 

Eric  Shanks,  president  of 
Fox  Sports,  said  in  a  2014 
deposition  that  Jamas 
orveir  performance  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  terminate  him  In 
response  to  Jamas'  firing,  a 
Fax  Sports  spokesman  told 
the  Dallas  Morning  News 
in  2013.  “Wa  just  asked 
ourselves  how  Craig  s  state¬ 
ments  (about  homosexual¬ 
ity]  would  play  in  our  hu¬ 
man  resources  department 
He  couldn't  say  those 
things  hare.*  The  lawsuit 
seeks  monetary  relief  of 
$  100.000  or  more  plus  pu¬ 
nitive  damages,  attorney  s 
fees,  and  a  declaration  that 
the  firing  was  illegal 


2015  SEND  NORTH  AMERICA  CONFERENCE 

'Starting  a  movement 

Attendees  J 
challenged 
to  live  out 
faith  daily 


NASHVULE  (BP  and  local  re¬ 
ports)  —  As  thousands  of  2015 
Send  North  America  Conference 
attendees  returned  from  Nash¬ 
ville  to  their  everyday  lives,  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  event  said  the  real  long 
term  impact  will  be  measured  in 

live  out 

This  is  not  about  a  confer¬ 
ence,"  North  American  Mission 
Board  President  Kevin  Ezell  told 
endees  in  Bridgestone  Arena 


■■ 

Aug.  4.  “It's  about 
movement  This  is  something  we 
are  committed  to  for  the  rest  of 
our  lives." 

As  the  two-day  event  drew  to  a 
doee,  the  13,607  participants  were 
encouraged  to  mid  then  place  in 
the  everyday  mission  of  God  and 
commit  to  next  steps.  NAMB  of¬ 
ficiate  registered^Mimiwippi- 
ans  at  the  event 

Registered  nurse  Madison 
Roatoo  of  New  Albany  decided  to 
tag  along  for  a  visit  to  Nashville 
when  she  heard  her  friends  d»- 


SEND  CONFERENCE 

cussing  a  road  trip.  She  had  never 
heard  of  the  Send  Conference  but 
after  the  first  day,  she  was  ready  to 
explore  her  next  steps  in  missions. 

Tve  been  involved  in  medical 
missions  with  my  church,*  said 
Roaton.  She  traveled  to  Ecuador 
this  year  and  Greece  last  year  on 
mission,  so  the  idea  of  a  life  on 
mission  resonated  with  her.  This 
has  me  thinking  about  connecting 
what  I  do  with  my  minion." 


Others  were  encouraged  by 
reminders  that  they  are  part  of 
a  network  -  a  family  —  as  they 
serve  on  the  mission  field.  1 
came  because  of  the  camarade¬ 
rie  of  all  the  church  planters,” 
said  Gabe  Dodd.  Dodd,  a  church 
planter  in  Dahlonega,  Ga.,  who 
launched  The  Bra  ndn  Church  last 
year,  came  with  his  sending 
church.  First  Church  in  Al¬ 
pharetta,  Ga. 


"I  came  because  of  the  church 
planting  mentality,  and  the  desire 
to  advance  the  Gospel  in  America. 
It  just  helped  me  know  that  I  am 
not  alooe.  Being  able  to  worship 
with  my  brothers  and  sisters  who 
are  doing  everything  we  can  to 
advance  me  Gospel  waa  exhilarat¬ 
ing."  Dodd  said. 

m*  SEND  on  p  6 


S.  Sudanese  pastors  detained 


NOT  YET  FREE  -  South 
Sudanese  pastors  Yat  Mi¬ 
chael  (left)  and  Pater  Yein 
Reith,  once  under  threap  of 
execution,  were  prevented 
from  leaving  the  country  Aug. 
6  after  being  released  from 
prison  a  day  earlier.  (BP  photo 
courtesy  of  Christian  Solidar¬ 
ity  Worldwide) 


JUBA,  South  Sudan  (BP)  — 

Two  South  Sudanese  Christian 
pastors  released  from  prison 
Aug.  5  after  eight  months’  de¬ 
tention  have  been  banned  from 
leaving  the  country.  Morning 
Star  News  reported.  The  two 
face  no  additional  charges. 

Yat  Michael,  49,  and  Peter 
Yein  Reith,  36,  were  preparing 
to  board  a  plane  Aug.  6  with 
their  families  when  Khartoum 
International  Airport  authori¬ 
ties  stopped  them,  according  to 
one  of  the  men  s  attorneys.  Su¬ 
dan’s  National  lntelligenee  and 
Security  Services  (NlSS)  or¬ 
dered  the  ban  when  the  pastors 
were  initially  detained  —  Yat  on 
Dec.  14, 2014  and  Reith  on  Jan. 
ll#  2015  —  and  gave  the  orders 
to  the  airport  personnel,  the  at¬ 
torney  said. 


A  relative  asked  for  prayer. 
They  have  been  prohibited 
from  leaving  Khartoum,"  the 
relative  said,  “but  we  are  work¬ 
ing  now  with  their  lawyer,  and 
your  prayers  are  very  needed." 
The  two  men  had  been  released 
after  being  acquitted  of  charges 
that  could  have  garnered  the 
death  penalty,  being  convicted 
of  lesser  charges  instead  and 
given  credit  for  time  served. 

The  two  pastors  lead  South 
Sudan  Presbyterian  Evangelical 
Church  (SSPEC)  congregations. 
Michael  had  been  arrested  after 
encouraging  Khartoum  Bahri 
Evangelical  Church,  which  had 
been  the  subject  of  govern¬ 
ment  harassment,  arrests,  and 
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Hopeful  for  the  future 

Tbeai.«  and  complexity  of  the  South- 

ern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  often  * 

makes  it  the  recipient  of  unfair  H 


Guest  opinion 

with  Ronnie  Floyd 


church  planting  nationally  and  internation¬ 
ally,  we  wiD  see  a  younger  and  more  diverse 
audience  increase. 

■  Our  recent  experiences  are  leading  us 
to  a  growing  hope.  Since  being  elected  SBC 
president,  I  have  tried  to  call  us  to  extraor¬ 
dinary  prayer  for  the  next  Great  Spiritual 
Awakening  in  America.  The  most  recent 


School  time,  prayer  time 


ever,  will  still  be  allowed  under  its 

traditional  name.) 

ling  God  is  verboten, 

I _ ofchurch  and  state 

separation  under  the  bizarre 
arguments  of  liberal  extremist 
groups  like  the  ACLU.  Judeo- 
Christian  subjects  are  off-limits, 
while  fringe  “religions"  are  high¬ 
lighted  and  celebrated.  Christian 
student  groups  must  get  a  federal 
court  order  to  hold  meetings  at 
the  school,  while  homosexual 
student  group  are  aggressively 
jited  ana  welcomed  with 
i  arms.  Religious-themed 

_ _ _ |  clothing  is  not  permissible,  but 

everywhere.  So  committed  are  the  display  of  tongue  piercings 

they  to  their  life  mission  that  they  and  pentagram  T-shirts  is  consti- 
are  willing  to  forsake  better  sala-  tutionally  protected, 
ries,  waive  better  working  condi-  Lastly,  for  all  the  reasons 
tions,  and  endure  extreme  pres-  above  and  for  many,  many  more 
sure  from  all  kinds  of  people  and  reasons,  we  should  pray  for  the 
groups  iust  to  get  the  opportunity  students.  In  the  coming  weeks 
to  educate  our  children.  There  are  and  months  of  this  new  school 
very  few  higher  and  more  pre-  year,  even  the  meet  sheltered*^ 

cioxu  callings.  children  will  be  bombarded  with 

Many  of  those  teachers  and  ideas  and  temptations  that  could 
school  administrators  are  Mis-  not  have  been  imagined  just  a 
sissippi  Baptists.  Many  of  them  generation  ago  —  public  and 
pray  for  their  peers  and  for  the  private  schools  alike, 
students  with  whom  they  are  It’s  difficult  enough  to  stem  the 

entrusted,  eve  r  mindful  of  the  constant  flow  of  cultural  sewage 
increasing  legal  and  career  rami-  into  our  homes,  but  it's  near  im- 
fications  for  doing  so  in  public.  possible  to  control  at  school. 
Many  of  them  conducted  prayer  Our  prayers  for  Christian  stu- 
meetings  and  prayer  walks  in  and  dents  should  be  two-fold.  First, 
arounatheir  schools  over  the  past  we  should  pray  that  they  will 
few  weeks  in  preparation  for  the  remain  spiritually  grounded  and 
new  school  year,  again  mindful  steadfast  against  the  allure  and 
of  the  consequences.  Some  did  so  bright  tights  in  which  the  world 
out  of  public  view.  wraps  sin.  We  should  pray  that 

They  need  all  the  spiritual  sup-  their  discernment  will  be  strong 
port  they  can  get.  In  California,  enough  to  avoid  the  snares  and 
children  as  young  as  kindergarten  pitfalls  they  will  encounter, 
are  legally  allows  to  declare  what  Secondly,  we  should  pray 
they  believe  their  gender  to  be  without  ceasing  for  their  wit- 
—  male  or  female,  the  child  gets  ness  to  non-benevers.  Although 
to  decide  whether  they  are  a  boy  there  are  groups  loudly  advocat- 


"T yTids  are  sad.  Parents  are 

wC  elated.  Lines  are  long, 

XVtraflic  is  at  a  fever  pitch, 
and  patience  is  low,  but  that's  all  a  violation 
right.  It  s  the  back-to-school  rush 
across  most  of  Mississippi. 

Tenderfoot  parents  are  experi¬ 
encing  this  phenomenon  for  the 
first  time  with  both  excitement 
and  anxiety,  while  parents  on  the 
other  end  of  the  time  line  ap¬ 
proach  their  final  back-to-school 
week  with  -  you  guessed  it  —  ex¬ 
citement  and  anxiety.  We  should 
say  a  prayer  for  all  of  them. 

We  should  also  pray  for  teach-  oj 
ers  and  school  administrators 


,  our  SBC  today  past  week  in  Nashville  focusing  on  living  our 
ral  issues  that  fives  on  mission  with  God,  it  was  evident 

[nations.  Why?  that  God  is  working.  What  we  saw  and  expe- 
is  the  Word  of  rienced  in  our  SEND  Conference  in  Nash 
«r.  While  many  ville  is  the  coining  SBC  where  the  arena  is 
to  the  culture  filled  with  enthusiasm  and  fife,  abounding 

€  these  issues  in  young  adults  and  ethnic  diversity, 

ibout  them,  we  Therefore,  be  encouraged.  If  you  missed 
Thank  God  for  the  2015  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
it  are  faithful  to  watch  this  recap  video  here.  If  you  missed 
their  convk-  the  SEND  North  America  Conference  this 
air  churches  week  in  NasbviBe,  you  can  watch  the  recap 
decs  can  stand  at  vimeo.com/t337929t7 

me  hour.  Each  have  their  distinct  purpose,  but  this 

is  becoming  is  what  we  are  doing  together.  Be  encour 

hnicaUuch-  aged.  Dear  friends,  though  I  am  increasing 

Columbus,  Oh.,  hopeful  about  our  present  and  our  future 
saw  how  much  my  eyes  are  not  bhnd  to  reality.  While  1 


it  of  the  new  churches 
America  last  year  were 
l  Prayerfully,  this  will 
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Pro-life  Dems  fighting  Planned  Parenthood 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  reports)  —  To  win  enough 
Democratic  support  to  be¬ 
come  law,  proposals  to  de¬ 
fund  Planned  Parenthood 
must  emphasize  the  transfer 
of  funds  to  other  women’s 
health  care  providers  rather 
than  the  mere  removal  of 
money  from  America’s  largest 
abortion  provider,  according 
to  a  pro-life  group  within  the 
Democratic  Party. 

Democrats  tor  Life  of 
America,  a  Washington-based 
group  that  works  to  elect  pro¬ 
life  Democrats  to  public  of¬ 
fice,  also  said  a  pusn  to  trans¬ 
fer  Planned  Parenthood's 
funding  should  follow  a  con¬ 
gressional  investigation  of 
tne  abortion  giant  and  target 
Democratic  House  and  Sen¬ 
ate  members  in  districts  with 
few  or  no  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  clinics. 

“Planned  Parenthood  is  not 
the  only  game  in  town,"  said 
Kristen  Day,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Democrats  for  Life  of 
America.  “They’re  not  the 
only  providers  of  health  care 
for  women,  especially  for  low- 
income  women." 

Some  9,000  government- 
backed  community  health 
centers  provide  women’s 
health  services  without  per¬ 
forming  abortions,  “are  more 
readily  available,"  and  “are 
not  just  focused  in  big  cities" 
like  the  700  U.S.  Planned  Par¬ 
enthood  clinics,  she  said. 

Planned  Parenthood  Fed¬ 
eration  of  America  and  its 
affiliates  receive  over  $500 
million  in  taxpayer  subsidies 
each  year. 


Informing  legislators 

Some  Democrats  may  vote 
to  transfer  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood’s  funding  to  community' 
health  center*,  Day  told  Bap¬ 
tist  Press,  if  they  are  informed 
about  community  health  cen¬ 
ters  and  if  House  and  Senate 
leadership  bring  the  transfer 
of  hinds  to  a  vote  following  a 
congressional  investigation  of 
Planned  Parenthood. 

‘Getting  that  message  out 
to  Democrats  is  the  way  to 
defund  Planned  Parenthood," 
Day  said.  If  you  offer  so¬ 
lutions  and  say,  ‘Listen,  we 
don’t  want  to  cut  off  funds 
to  women,’  by  transfer¬ 
ring  the  money  to  commu¬ 
nity  health  centers,  you  11  be 
more  likely  to  get  more  votes" 
in  Congress. 

A  Republican -sponsored 
bill  under  consideration 
in  the  Senate  takes  a  simi¬ 
lar  approach  to  the  strategy 
promoted  by  Democrats 
.or  Life,  recommending  the 
transfer  of  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  funds  to  other  health 
care  options  for  women  —  but 
Day  criticized  Republicans 


BUSINESS  TALK  -  Deborah  Nucatola,  a  physician  and  senior  director  of  medical  servic¬ 
es  for  Planned  Parenthood  Federal  of  America,  casually  discusses  over  lunch  the  crushing, 
dismemberment,  and  sale  of  body  parts  of  unborn  babies.  She  was  captured  in  first  of 
a  series  of  undercover  videos  released  by  the  Center  for  Medical  Progress  in  Irvine,  Ca., 
which  is  "a  group  of  citizen  journalists  ...  concerned  about  contemporary  bioethical  issues 
that  impact  human  dignity,"  according  to  the  group's  web  site.  (Special  photo  courtesy  of 
Center  for  Medical  Progress) 


for  not  accompanying  their 
bill  with  a  sufficiently  rigor¬ 
ous  public  relations  campaign 
emphasizing  the  continued 
provision  of  health  services 
for  women. 


Good  targets 

Democratic  House  and 
Senate  members  in  some 
30  states  with  fewer  than  10 
Planned  Parenthood  clinics 
are  “good  targets"  for  pro-life 
lobbying,  Day  said.  Sne  pro¬ 
posed  asking  such  Democrats, 
^Where  do  you  want  the  tax 
dollars  going?  Do  you  want 
them  going  to  other  states, 
or  do  you  want  to  bring  them 
home  to  yours?" 

North  Dakota,  for  example, 
which  has  one  Democratic 
senator,  has  no  Planned  Par¬ 
enthood  clinics  and  16  com¬ 
munity  health  centers,  Day 
said.  Rhode  Island,  with  two 
Democratic  senators,  has  one 
Planned  Parenthood  clinic 
and  45  community  health 
centers.  Hawaii,  also  with 
two  Democratic  senators, 
has  two  Planned  Parenthood 
clinics  and  74  community 
health  centers. 

In  the  House,  some  legisla¬ 
tors’  districts  do  not  have  any 
Planned  Parenthood  clinics 
even  though  there  are  clin¬ 
ics  in  their  states.  Day  cited 
Nevada  as  an  example,  where 
both  local  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  clinics  are  in  Las  Vegas. 

Mississippi  has  only  one  li¬ 
censed  abortion  clinic,  located 
on  State  Street  in  Jackson,  and 
it  is  not  known  to  be  affiliated 


with  Planned  Parenthood. 
An  Internet  search  turned  up 
Planned  Parenthood  facilities 
on  Capital  Street  in  Jackson 
and  27th  Avenue  m  Hatties¬ 
burg,  but  those  facilities  refer 
women  seeking  abortions  to 
out-of-state  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  clinics. 


The  challenge 

Getting  Democrats  in  ei¬ 
ther  house  of  Congress  to  sup¬ 
port  a  bill  defunaing  Planned 
Parenthood  will  be  a  chal¬ 
lenge.  Baptist  Press  queried 
the  10  Democrats  on  the  Sen¬ 
ate  Health,  Education,  La¬ 
bor,  and  Pensions  Committee 
regarding  their  willingness 
to  support  a  withdrawal  of 
funds  from  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood.  Nine  did  not  respond, 
and  the  one  who  did  —  pro¬ 
life  Pennsylvania  Sen.  Bob 
Casey  —  said  he  will  support 
continued  federal  funding 
of  Planned  Parenthood  even 
after  the  Center  for  Medi¬ 
cal  Progress  released  videos 
showing  Planned  Parenthood 
employees  discussing  the  sale 
of  baby  body  parts. 

“If  any  individuals  involved 
in  fetal  tissue  donation  at 
Planned  Parenthood  are  de¬ 
termined  to  have  violated  the 
law,  then  they  should  be  pros¬ 
ecuted,"  Casey  said  in  writ¬ 
ten  comments.  “According  to 
Planned  Parenthood  none  of 
its  facilities  in  Pennsylvania 
are  engaged  in  fetal  tissue  do¬ 
nation,  and  I  hope  other  chap¬ 
ters  across  the  nation  would 
discontinue  the  practice. 


“I  will  continue  to  support 
Title  X  funding  for  family 
planning  and  contraception, 
including  funds  that  go  to 
Planned  Parenthood,  because 
these  programs  reduce  unin¬ 
tended  pregnancies  and,  as  a 
result,  reduce  the  number  of 
abortions.  Planned  Parent 
hood  facilities  provide  vital 
services,  like  cervical  ana 
breast  cancer  screenings  and 

Firimary  health  care,  to  mil- 
ions  of  low-income  women 
and  it’s  important  that  those 
services  continue." 


Correct  strategy 

Richard  Land,  former 
president  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists’  Ethics  &  Religious  Lib¬ 
erty  Commission  in  Nash¬ 
ville  and  currently  president 
of  the  independent  Southern 
Evangelical  Seminary  in  Mat¬ 
thews,  N.C.,  told  Baptist  Press 
that  Democrats  for  Life's 
idea  to  target  Democrats  in 
states  with  few  Planned  Par¬ 
enthood  clinics  "is  probably  a 
correct  strategy." 

“Planned  Parenthood  not 

n"*  gets  over  half  a  billion 
irs  a  year  from  the  federal 
treasury,  Land  said,  “they 
give  an  enormous  amount 
of  money  to  Democratic 
candidates  for  office  and 
that  symbiotic  relation¬ 
ship  makes  it  difficult  for 
Democratic  candidates  for 
office  and  Democratic  office¬ 
holders  to  be  willing  to  go 
on  record  as  opposing  con¬ 
tinued  federal  funding  for 
Planned  Parenthood." 


“Planned  Parenthood 
not  only  gets  over 
half  a  billion  dollars  a 
year  from  the  federal 
treasury,  they  give  an 
enormous  amount  of 
money  to  Democratic 
candidates  for  office 
and  that  symbiotic 
relationship  makes 
it  difficult  for 
Democratic 
candidates  for  office 
and  Democratic 
officeholders  to  be 
willing  to  go  on 
record  as  opposing 
continued  federal 
funding  for  Planned 
Parenthood" 

Richard  Land 

praaidant  of  Southern 
Evangelical  Saminary 

History 

The  root  of  Democrats’  pro- 
choice  leanings  extends  back 
to  1972,  Land  said,  when  Dem¬ 
ocratic  presidential  candidate 
n~orge  McGovern  began  to 
.-ad  tiie  party  in  a  liberal  di¬ 
rection  away  from  its  more 
moderate  establishment.  In 
1964,  Republican  presidential 
nominee  Barry  Goldwater  led 
his  party  in  a  conservative  di¬ 
rection  away  from  its  moder¬ 
ate  establishment. 

As  a  result,  by  the  mid- 
1970s  the  two  parties  had  be¬ 
come  more  ideologically  po¬ 
larized  than  ever. 

By  1980,  the  Republican  Par 
ty  had  embraced  pro-lifers  part 
ly  in  an  effort  to  build  a  large 
enough  coalition  to  survive  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Watergate  scandal 
The  Democratic  Party  had 
become  dominated  by  the 
“McGovernites,  who  were 
progressive  on  every  issue  — 
the  abortion  issue  [and]  virtu 
ally  ever>r  issue  of  the  sexual 
revolution,"  said  Land. 

The  leftward  drift  <>f  the 
Democratic  Party  on  social 
issues  seemed  to  contribute 
to  Democratic  presidential 
hopefuls  like  Bill  Clinton,  Al 
Gore,  Richard  Gephardt,  and 
Jesse  Jackson  switching  from 
pro-life  to  pro-choice  views, 
Land  added 

To  stem  the  pro-choice 
tide  of  the  Democratic  Party 
enough  to  defund  Planned 
Parenthood,  “public  outrage 
would  have  to  reach  a  critical 
mass,"  l-and  said,  noting  that 
the  series  of  videos  released 
by  the  Center  for  Medical 
Progress  “may  do  it  " 
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It  was  the  most  traumatic  and  in 
some  wavs  chaotic  day  most  Ameri¬ 
cans  had  ew  spent  -  September  11, 
2tKV ’  a  mu^phcity  of  ways,  all  our 

worlds  changed.  Throughout  the  day  we 
watched  ana  re- watched  as  the  planes 
flew  into  an  explosion  at  the  World 
Trade  Towers  in  New  York  City.  Soon 
we  heard  that  there  was  a  plane  that  was 
crashed  in  Pennsylvania  and  another 
that  went  into  the  Pentagon.  What  in  the 
world  is  happening? 

As  the  events  of  that  day  and  that 
week  and  that  month  and  that  long,  sad, 
smoky  period  of  our  national  existence 
continued,  we  realized  that  nearly  3,000 
of  our  fellow  citizens  had  died  as  the 
towers  collapsed,  as  '  “ 


that  Hiilaryis  notsayins  than  they  are 
m  the  tens  of  millions  of  children  whose 
lives  have  been  snuffed  out  and  their 
renuins  used  for  some  strange  scientific 
application.  What  can  you,  one  person 
do  about  this  national  traiedy?  We  can¬ 
not  bring  back  the  55  million  children 
that  have  been  aborted,  but  there  are 
some  things  we  can  do. 

First  or  all,  I  would  encourage 
you  to  recognize  the  shift  in  mind- 
set  and  values  in  our  nation  that 
has  allowed  us  to  actually  believe 
that  human  beings  are  of  little 
worth.  The  s-  ipreme  expression  of 
God  s  creation  is  now  treated  by  many 
as  though  it  has  no  value.  The  value  of 
human  life  is  riot  simply  a  good  thing.  It 
is  a  God  thing.  The  child  in  the  womb 
all  the  way  to  that  precious  senior  adult 
struggling  with  life  in  hospice  care,  is  a 
great  concern  to  God  and  of  incredible 
worm  to  Him.  We  need  to  instill  that 
fact  in  our  children  and  recapture  it  in 
our  own  lives. 

.  Sc®on„<uY»  you  and  I  can  pray 
that  God  Almighty  would  work  in 


,  , — 5 the  Pentagon  was  F  1*01X1  CllflC 

and  partly  burned,  and  as  a  V 

went 

w  _ e  before  '^ne  Ip*  reasons  why  that  day  is  so 

our  eyes,  people  were  jumping  from  over  important  is  because  in  one  small  time 
100  stones  high  to  escape  the  flames  frame,  with  instant  and  worldwide  news 

and  probably  sudden  death  in  the  fires.  coverage,  we  witnessed  almost  3,000  in- 

Three  thousand.  All  the  rest  of  us  who  nocent  Americans  just  going  to  work  in 

beg^n  to  hear  what  had  happened,  that  P1 - ‘  - *  ’ 

we  had  been  attacked,  were  thrown  into  ^ve  t 
an  emotional  state  and  a  mental  uncer-  worth 
tainty  that  we  had  never  faced  before.  Coi 

These  many  years  later,  one  lady  was  take  P 
telling  me  that  she  did  not  sleep  day  nor  our  co 
night  for  four  days.  It  was  chaotic  and  babies 
we  as  a  nation  began  to  rise  up  to  say,  womb 
“We  will  do  something  about  this."  365  or 

In  our  minds,  watching  the  planes  go-  quarte 
ing  into  the  Twin  Towers  in  New  York  or  1973’s 
learning  of  the  stories  on  the  planes  and  Roe  v. 
m  the  places  where  the  other  crashes  that  ha 
took  place  —  the  Pentagon,  the  field  in  is  som< 

Pennsylvania  ~~  those  places  quickly  be-  On  the 
came  hallowed  ground  and  remain  clear  and  so 
in  our  thinking.  As  chaotic  as  it  was,  9-11  responi 
tas  by  the  march  of  time  been  put  into 


lamaged  anc 
>laneioad  of 
lown  in  Shai 


ietus  and  was  not  a  person,  but  now  we 
uiow  that  many  of  those  performing 
the  abortions  were  very  careful  to  keep 
the  body  intact  -  the  head,  the  chest 
—  because  the  organs  —  heart,  lungs, 
brain  -  were  extremely  valuable  ifthey 
were  not  crushed. 

While  the  conversation  continued 
about  this  horrific  topic,  the  lunch 
continued  as  these  smart,  sophisticated 
folks  discussed  extracting  and  using 
those  body  parts.  If  you  have  not  seen 
this  senes  of  videos,  if  for  no  other 
reason  than  to  open  your  eyes  and 
see  the  desensitized  condition  of  the 
American  public,  you  need  to  watch  it. 
More  importantly,  this  process  needs  to 
be  stopped. 

Planned  Parenthood  decades  ago  was 

. voice  Ma,»peo- 

because  they  have  chosen  ta&cwe  of  their 


ourhves  to  reestablish  Him  to  His 
exalted  position,  and  that  His  in 
credible,  unchanging  Word  be  our 
first  thought  related  to  any  nation¬ 
al  issue.  We  who  were  once  People  of 
the  Book  have  seen  our  nation  slip  into 
being  people  who  just  drift  into  the  ac¬ 
commodations  that  come  with  a  cultural 
mindset.  It  is  almost  as  though  we  have 
embraced  the  idea  that  truth  is  what 
everybody’s  doing.  No.  truth  is  what  God 
“ysabout  what  everybody’s  doing. 

Third  and  in  a  very  practical 
way,  you  can  let  especially  our 
national  leaders  -  your  senator, 
your  representative,  those  who 
P*«the  budget  for  our  national 
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Audio,  Video.  A  Lighting 


laurel,  ms 


chilmenTs^ces 

Uwr  ng  soch  evening  session, 

^©pAvservicFS 

■I*-??-.* :<»  p.m  at  3HBC  - 

l-om*  when  you  c«,;  I**.  wKen 


YOU  ARE  INVITED 

North  Columbia  Baptist  Church 
1  *27  N  Main  Street,  Cohanhsa 
Magnificent  Monday 
Curst  Speaker 

Dennis  Swanberg.  "The  Swan/ 
America  •  Minister  at  hnooMrywwnl 
August  24  I  6:  30  p.m. 
i>oors  aoen  at  6  pm  Suggested  S 10  love 
offeroig  received  at  the  door 
(  aD  601  7  46  S635,  ww»  nrhems  otp 
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•  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 
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GIVE  GENEROUSLY  FOR  STATE  MISSIONS 


2015  OFFERING  GOAL:  $2,000,000 

OFFERING  EMPHASIS  AUGUST-OCTOBER 
ORDER  FREE  MARGARET  LACKEY  RESOURCES 
AND  LEARN  MORE  ABOUT  STATE  MISSIONS 

Mission  Strategy  (  MBCB  |  (800)  748  1651 


JANUARY  BIBLE 
STUDY  PREVIEW 


ffl>T|utiP  a,  3015  SIPTIMIP 15, 3015 

BLUB  MOUNTAIN  COLLEGE.  WILLIAM  CARET  UNIV 
BLUE  MOUNTAIN  HATTIESBURG 

SEPTEMBER  29. 2015  _  __  L*q<^r» . 

GARATW A  CAMP  &  _  _  ~~1T 

CONFERENCE  CENTER.  wmi»  r 


Sunday  School  * 
CaoifiiDar.H 


Team.  PO  lax  SXXJ 


A  OftC  Of  A  KINO  rVf  NT 

Or.  Chuck  lawless 

-  The  Power  of  Small 

-  Guarding  The  Heart  fo 
Effective  Ministry 

-  Outside  the  Walls 


rnr*t?Ff 


CONTACT  THH  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SMALL  GROUPS  DIPT.  300  74*  1 65 1 ,  f*t  Ml 


NSSDS  REGISTRATION 
2015  UTMUl  9MMT  SCHOOL  DttKTSI  SEMIHAR 
strTiMHia,2*i5*cu«Tta,iB 


rnad»  oavabk  to  UMMw  ChWn  Knmiih  ami  mail  In  a 

to:  LiWWoy  CfcSUon  *wourc«s  -  NSSDS,  PC  Sax  24001,  N< 


3.  Or  cdh  800.254.2022 


IN  37201 


8015  STATE  SCniOR  RALLV 

THURSDAY.  AUGUST  27 
CR0SSGATES  BC.  BRATCOn 
[$1  AT  THE  DOOR] 


Featuring:  Jenny  Nolen,  Purvis 


BAPTISTNURSING 

FELLOWSHIP"- 


riWMAMMM  M.R - // 

i/i  uwing  near 

October  16-17,  2015 
Oaroywa  Camp  6 


For  more  information  contact  the  WMU  Offi 
at  the  MBCB  ot  800  748  1  65  1  Ext.  323. 


t»$l$ftodiidtoCEUI»d  Tier*  araaddMcmal  fora  for  Hooting  and  fiiaoU 


&  Bt».»  trf  S*svon» 


To  mgtmr  You  coA/E-mafl  Tommy  Andoraon  to*  a  ragMrcifton  form  o*  download  o  form 
at  www.wfcA.opi  |qo  to  m*  and  mfoct  MS  BNF  Urtoal  to  hod  to.  form) 
»n*l  *•  •»  Ottofc.r  X  30 IS  No  rWund*  otto.  Octefcor  3 

Stibiluuiom  w8  ba  dlowwl 


0t  601-393-3323  or 


in  Hw  MS  WMU 


SEPTEMBER  14-15 
HYATT  PLACE  CONFERENCE  ROOM 
RtDGELAND,  MS 

The  Christian  Action  Commission  will  host  the  American  Council  on 

Alcohol  Problems  (ACAP)  annual  meeting.  ACAP  is  a  federation  of  37 
stoles  hat  believes  educiBiun  and  public  policy  can  reduce  alcohol 
and  drug  roloted  problswu:  death,  dependency,  disease,  deiinc|usncy 
(including  crime),  dolors  ipont  (economic  cost),  and  disruption  of 
family  life  and  society. 

This  meeting  provides  speakers  on  these  issues  and  also  provides  a 
platform  where  Irkeminded  persons  can  address  these  issues  with  a 
united  voice.  Individuals  and  organizations  that  share  fose  concerns 
are  encouraged  to  attend. 


Christian  Action  Commission  at  601-291-3329 


Saturday,  September  19,  2015 
8:30  a.m.  -  12:30  p.m. 

Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference  Center,  Clinton,  MS 


Mississippi 
41.1/  Missionary 
Parents 
Fellowship 


OVERNKjHT 

(/ 

Mother/Daughter  is  on  October  16-17  2015  at  Garaywa  Camp 

A  Conference  Center.  We  will  begin  at  5 p.m.  on  Friday  and  end 
at  2:30  p.m.  on  Saturday.  You  will  be  involved  in  events  such  as  a 
missionary  visit  worship,  ropes  course,  crafts  and  much  more  This 
is  the  perfect  opportunity  to  get  away  from  the  world  and  invest  in 
a  1st-6th  grade  girt  in  your  life. 

Registration  forms  are  online  at  garaywa.org 

Coat*  550  per  person 


For  registration  and  more  information  contact  Paula  Smith, 
WMU  -  601-292-3336,  E-mail  psmithOmbcb.org 


at  601-924-7034  for  i 


GROUPSitlAITfR. 


We  will  be  in  all  areas  of  our  slate  to  equip  your  Sunday 
School  ond  Small  Groups  church  leadership  from  pastors  to 
preschool  with  tools  for  teoching  Jesus  as  the  Christ. 

2015  Sunday  School  and  Small  Groups 
Leadership  Conferences 
6:30-8:30  p.m. 

To  view  the  fuN  listing  of  conferences  visit: 

Hp://www  mbcb  *Vwp-co*W/"f>Jo«*/50l  4/06/g,<x>p*ma»*ncMuU_~*>4  pdl 


Sunday  School  a 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

and  Small  tvHAjps  T«  am 


CHURCH  LIBRARY 
MINISTRY  CONFERENCE 


Visit  us  Online  at 

.ei  *  *  rvoryvr  n-sly 

Register  Online  Ot: 

Swv**,  ;of  iw’Hwolr  at  8CG~~4V '  t£ 


Pray  this  day  for. . 

ih  4*  Spirit. ..7p dated Jcup  alert 
tif/d perseverance,  hoJciH^pupp/icarivh.  fvr  a!/  dr  sands. . . 
Sphesians  £>;!&  (&St/) 


August  14  -  27,  201 5 


Pr*j  for  James  4  Mary  Pray  for  Bethany  A** 
Adair,  missionaries  rrw>  ten,  missionary  minister- 

fstemafo  Sutfaharan  mg  to  Eujpe|P#eopie$ 

/Vrica^KowJ^sougn  trvoogh^mmMeffy 
ChCS®om8uceach  &  outreachfnd  <C0flbunter 
evangelism 


ay  for  Richard  4 
kartha  Beal,  missionaf 
s  mostenng  to  Amen- 
r»  Bsopfos  fvougn 
lancSi^mistrauon. 


Pray  for  Oavtd  6  Lau¬ 
rie  Btedsoe,  nrasaonar- 
les  mpnstennb  to  /Vnem 
canPi«hi»Mugh_ 


Levarigertsm 


Pray  for  Kaye  Brooks, 

missionary  rmnrsrering 
to  American  Peoples 
througljr^^ 


Pray  for  DonakS  4 
Donna  Brown,  mis¬ 
sionaries  minrstemg 

to  Eurq«ar^Mp»es 


mroo9lT?^ 


Prav  for  Karen  Brown,  Pray  for  John  4  Clan-  Prayfor  MBUwe 

St-SMS3 


Prayfor  David  4  Pa¬ 
mela  Carfton.  mt&orv 

SMC 


u  saJKr&»v 

vran  mnswnng  to  Amexan  anei  rrwylering  to  f  u- 

reugh  Peo(<B^ouBh  hosp<B^  ropean  Pboptes  Ufough 
SLSSSK^SS?  churcfvTWneOutreacn 


The  IMB  misstonanes  toted  r»  the  HouseTops  calendar  aw  cunentty  active  in  2-4  terms  or  in  caneer  seMce 


DR  fUTRAL,  SPEAKER 

you  must  rsvp  to  usa  ieaveu  at  6012^2  3 

AVEU&MBCB.ORG  $Y  fRlDAY.  AUGUST  14. 


iYTHt  DIRECTOR  Of  CP/STEWARDSHIP  PROMOTION 


10/1/04 

MISS  MAGGIE  M 
Parents:  C  4  A 
Restricted 

10/2/01 

MISS  SHELBY  COX 
Parents:  Jeremy  4 
Kimberly 
Restricted 

10/3/97 

MISS  KARISSA 
Parents:  T4J 
Restricted 

10/4/01 
MISSMiCAH 
Parents:  Charlie  & 
Shannon 

European  Peoples 

10/06/97 
MISS  ARIANNA 
Parents:  D&K 
European  Peoples 


10/8/97 

MISS  CATHERINE 
HOOGINS 

Parents:  Ray  6  Cindy 
Deaf  Peoples  Affinity 
Group 


10/24/2011 

CHARLOTTE  (CHARLIE) 
MARIE 

Parents:  James  and 
Mary  Margaret 
Sub-Saharan  African 
Peoples 


Encourafl*  an  MK  with  a  card! _ _ 

PLEASE  NOTE  THE  TIMING:  Thunk  you  hr  your  lore  and  support  of  MKs  hr 

t  tending  Birthday  curds!  Because  of  the  sending  to  other  countries,  there  is  a  need  to 
met  curds  sent  a  month  ahead  of  birthday.  As  soon  as  the  list  is  in  the  Baptist  Record, 
please  send  the  cards  and  not  wait  until  a  couple  of  weeks  before  the  dace  of  the 
birthday  It  is  posted  rwo  months  ahead  to  give  time  to  receive  cards  and  then  to  mail 
them  a  month  ahead  of  tune  to  insure  arrival  around  birthday.  Again,  thank  you  for 

BAPTISTS  fe*  «*«/*,  «*  *  no,  W  ,o 

be  sent  individually  to  the  WkiU  Individual  cards  do  not  need  postage  sump*  wficn 

sent  as  a  package  to  MS  WMt  } 

FOR  SECURITY,  cards  will  be  forwarded.  Please  tend  all  to.  MBCB  WMl r  MK  Birthdavs.  I\>  Box 
130.  Jackson  MS  3*201 

Please  include  your  return  address  on  each  card  envelope.  MKs  and  their  parents  mas  wish  to  send 
you  an  update  or  note  of  appreciation. _  ! 


OUST, lb  t 


HOPE  CHURCH,  WALNUT  GROVE:  July  13-17;  average  attendance,  110.  NORTH  RIPLEY  CHURCH.  BENTON-T1PPAH  ASSOCIATION:  July  24  -  25 


FELLOWSHIP  CHURCH,  STARKVILLE:  students  and  workers. 


SLAYDEN  CHURCH,  MARSHALL  ASSOCIATION:  enrollment,  110  ch»l 
dren,  64  leeders/workers,  one  salvation;  mission  offering,  $1795.22.  Lisa 
Jones,  director;  Rusty  Fair,  pastor. 


CHURCH  LENA  Shown  are  the  participants  NORTH  UNION  CHURCH.  ATTALA  ASSOCIA 

CHURCH.  Lfc  TION:  July  20  -  22;  Ladell  Blanton,  pastor 


SANO  HILL  CHURCH.  ELLISVILLE:  July  20 


Bmtist  Recoup  August  1 3,  2013 


BRANCH  CHURCH,  MORTON:  Adult  VBS;  the 
church  recorded  70  in  attendance  for  their  VBS. 


BOYLE:  June  13  -  17;  $533  of- 
ist  Children's  Village. 


FARMHAVEN  CHURCH,  CANTON:  Shown  are 
the  participants. 


mwMM 


Hope  Church  in  Las  Vegas,  re¬ 
minded  the  audience  Tuesday 
morning  that  ordinary  people  in 


morning  mat  ordinary  people  in 
the  book  of  Acts  witnessed  God 
do  extraordinary  .things  through 
godly  obedience. 

“If  vou  were  picking  teams,  you 
would  not  have  picked  them,”  Pit¬ 
man  said  of  the  early  church.  “They 
were  former  prostitutes. They  were 
cheating  tax  collectors.  They  were 
sahy  former  fishermen.  They  had 
no  creativity.  They  had  no  strat¬ 
egy.  They  had  no  education.  They' 
had  no  formal  training  They  had 
no  seminary  degrees,  and  none 
of  them  had  preached  sermons. 
They  weren’t  professional  minis¬ 
ters.  They  had  no  influence.  They 
had  no  relevance.  They  had  no 
money.  They  had  no  power.  They 
had  no  facilities. 

“Within  40  years  [after  Pente¬ 
cost],  the  Gospel  had  reached  ev¬ 
ery  part  of  the  known  world,"  Pit¬ 
man  said  “What  if  within  40  years 
of  this  moment,  there  were  no  un¬ 
reached  peoples  left?" 

During  the  two  days  of  the  Send 
Conference,  more  than  30  break¬ 
out  sessions,  some  with  thousands 
in  attendance,  challenged  partici¬ 
pants  to  consider  practical  next 
steps  coming  out  of  the  experience. 


THE  CENTERPIECE  -  Prayer  opened  the  2015  Send  North 
America  Conference.  More  than  13,000  people  from  all  50 
states  and  four  Canadian  provinces  flooded  into  Nashville's 
Bridgestone  Arena  to  celebrate  the  call  of  Jesus  on  theie  lives 
and  discover  a  life  on  mission.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  NAMB) 


MS  POSITIONS 


utformationqr  assistance 
atm  in  a  life  on  mission. 

To  explore  a  connection  with 
one  of  32  Send  North  America 
cities,  consider  a  Catch  the  Vi¬ 
sion  Tour  and  go  to  namb.net/ 
catch-the-vision.  For  the  latest  on 
next  steps  with  the  Send  North 
America  Strategy,  consider  at¬ 
tending  a  Sending  Church  Lab. 
Learn  more  at  sendnetwork.com/ 
sending-church-lab.  For  informa¬ 
tion  about  connecting  with  Inter¬ 
national  Mission  Board  opportu¬ 
nities,  visit  imb.org 

A  set  of  life  on  mission  next 
steps  resources  is  now  available, 
including  a  six-week  Bible  study 
by  church  planter  Matt  Rogers 
with  corresponding  videos,  bloa 
posts,  and  other  items  released 
on  a  weekly  basis.  Visit  send- 
network.com/lifeonmission  for 
more  details. 


SMTTHVILLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  SEEK- 
MO  A  FULL -THE  STVJ06HT  MttttSTER 
Ptease  tend  mum  to  Sodhvtts  Bapftet 
Church.  P  0  Box  52.  SmMivWs,  MS  38870 
RRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  Of  SUMRALL, 
MSS.,  SEEKS  FULL'TME  MWSTER  TO 
CHttJJRBNOMECTOR  OF  CMLORBTS 
MINISTRIES.  Bachelor  s  degree  required 
(seminary  preferred);  prior  experience 
woriang  vrifo  chttdreo  end  in  oongreolooN 
or  cxgerezafeonel  setting  requNd  (experi¬ 
ence  as  cNMren  t  nufetor  or  equivalent 
preferred).  Send  resume  and  cover  letter  to 
office^lbcstjmrall  org 

EASTWOOO  SATTMT  CHURCH  M  MDt- 
ANOLA.  MS.  IS  M  SEARCH  OF  A  FULL 
TME  PASTOR.  Plaeet  rend  reeumee  to 
Pastor  Search  Committee.  P  0  Bax  466, 
Indtenoto.  Mi  38751  or  *m«l  10  Shtrtey  Betts 
at  s_bettsQbeleoufc  nat 
GUNTER  ROAD  BAPTIST  CHURCH  M 
FLORENCE,  MS  IS  SEEKING  A  Bt-VOCA- 
TIOHAL  PASTOR.  Please  suhmrl  resumes 
to  Gunter  Roed  Search  Commrttss  C/0  Craw 
Dukes  2209  Woodtond  Ptoct  Ftorenoa,  MS 
39073  or  rcftAaaQIbatoouto  not 


THE  COLLABORATIVE  MRSIONARY 
NETWORK,  FORMERLY  MARSHALL  ANO 
LAFAYETTE  ASSOCIATIONS,  R  ACCEPT- 
MO  RESUMES  FOR  THE  PORTION  OF 

associational  msstem  mrector. 

Send  reeumee  to  PO  Box  422.  Oxford.  MS 

366S6ylafeenQbslsoidh.net- _ 

OAK  NLL  CHURCH  M  MEROAfTo 
SEEKING  A  FULL-TIME  CHURCH  SEC- 
RETARY  Send  resune  to  PO  Boa  3838. 

Meridton,  MS  38303 _ 

HAMBURG  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  ROME  IS  I 
SEEKING  A  BL VOCATIONAL  PASTOR.  I 

Ptoeee  tend  resume  to  Peetor  Search  Com- 
mrare.  560  Hamburg  Rd  .  Rome.  MS  39661 
•APTRT  dllllltCH  rifHE  GOLDEN 
TRIANGLE  AREA  IS  SEEKING  A  FULL 
TIME  CHRRTIAN,  COMPASSIONATE 
CHURCH  SECRETARY  with  a  minimum 
of  1  year  experience  performing  general 
office  work  Excellent  computer  knowl¬ 
edge  and  telephone  Neils  wM  be  a  plus 
Resumes  w«  ONLY  be  accepted  by  mad 
Search  Committee,  610  Lake  VMey 
Drive.  StaricvBe.  MS  39796  or  by  eW 


CLASSIFIEDS 


T  GAJAAQZ  KXM  SZANACXNA, 
GNASZNAB,  GK  SZA  LANQTAJ  XC  YXE, 
SZDS  KA  ONAJABS  KXMN  GXETAJ  D 
VTITBY  JDQNTCTQA,  ZXVK, 
DQQAOSDGVA  MBSX  YXE,  FZTQZ  TJ 
KXMN  NADJXBDGVA  JANITQA. 

NXLDBJ  SFAVIA:  XBA 
!  Clue:  G  =  B 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week’s  puzzle:  John  8:12 
By  Charles  Marx,  1 932-2004, 0  2005 

Revivals  &  Homecomings 


During  homecoming  at  NEW  HENLEYFIELD  CHURCH, 
CARRIE  RE,  pastor  Ray  Allen  presented  a  plaque  to  Betty 
Burks,  a  charter  member  of  the  church  for  her  years  of  ser¬ 
vice.  Rick  and  Sandra  Daigle,  her  daughter  and  son-in-law, 
accepted  the  plaque. 


ridlan:  Revival,  Aug  16  -  19: 
Charles  Davis,  speaker  Paul 
BLd,  music;  Vfepl  Wal- 


frora  former  music  ministers, 
former  and  current  members, 
and  descendants  of  the  church 
founders.  Sun.,  10  un.,  with 
former  pastors  speaking  fol¬ 
lowed  by  old  fasWd  din¬ 
ner  Ronnie  Copper,  pastor, 
fe  Short  Creek  Church,  Yfe- 


AFFOROABLE  BEACHMDE  VACATION 

_ 22 _  CONDOS:  GUI  Shore*  A  Oreng*  Bosch. 

(MET  THE  BET  RATO  ON:  HsMh  AL  ffenl  dbod  bom  Chrtteren  Frenly 
loouranoo  ond  Msdtoare  Supptonrents  CM  Orerere,  towmt  pricoo  on  9re  Boat*  mm 
1-600-541-8196  or  vtt  vrereTumorinsurm-  gultohcreaoon6oa.com,  206-5560368  206- 
csOnlnt  oom  752-1231.251-752-2386. 


ABHTOT^tfay  2016— 


ledeeming  Judgment  •  Revelation  9:1-12 


How  do  you  respond  when  a  frighten¬ 
ing  circumstance  presents  itself?  Some 
people  tend  to  overreact,  disturb  others 
around  them  and  make  the  situation  even 
worse.  Some  shut  down  and  refuse  to  ei¬ 
ther  take  into  account  the  serio  isness  of 
the  moment  or  become  paralyze  d  with  in¬ 
activity.  Yet,  there  are  those  pr  jcious  oth¬ 
ers  when  fear  seeks  to  enter  their  hearts 
or  minds  they  resolve  to  trust  God  no 
matter  what 

I  am  reminded  of  a  little  toy  who  left 
his  shoes  on  the  back  Dorch.  His  mother 
had  asked  him  repeatedly  throughout  the 
day  to  retrieve  tiv*  shoes  and  bring  them 
in.  Darkness  fell  and  it  was  now  bedtime. 
Once  again,  the  mother  instructed  the  boy 
to  get  toe  shoes.  The  child  was  scared  of 
going  outside  in  the  dark  and  refused  to 
obey  his  mother.  The  mother,  tired  of  his 
disobedience,  decided  to  u*  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  teach  toe  hoy  a  lesson  about  the 
protection  of  God  She  shared  with  her  son 
there  was  no  need  to  be  afraid  because 
God  was  out  on  the  back  porch  r  od  would 
protect  him.  To  which  toe  child  replied, 
Then  tell  God  to  bring  toe  shoes  in! 

There  have  been  occasions  in  my  life 
when  1  wanted  God  to  do  something  on 
my  behalf  because  I  was  fearfiil  or  anxious. 
We  do  not  have  to  watch  or  listen  to  the 
news  broadcasts  for  an  extec  ded  amount 


of  tone  to  realize  we  are  living  in  uncertain 
tones.  With  violence,  senseless  shootings, 
terrorist  attacks  from  our  own  citizens  and 
conflict  abroad,  one  could  choose  fear  for 
a  way  of  We. 

M  any  tones  while  preparing  to  teach  or 
preach,  I  find  myself  wishing  there  would 
nave  been  a  video  camera  available  to  help 
us  see  what  the  bihHcal  authors  were  wit¬ 
nessing  or  experiencing.  Revelation  9  * 
a  good  example  of  this.  This  chapter  en- 


us  see  wtiat  toe  btbncaJ  autoors  were  wit¬ 
nessing  or  experiencing.  Revelation  9  * 
a  good  example  of  this.  Ibis  chapter  en¬ 
capsulates  ^ 

a  picture  of 
fear.  Our 
last  lesson  ;  j 

together  ' 
ended  with  1 

chapter  5.  j 

For  the  ben-  } 

efit  of  con-  hp 

text,  take  / _ 

the  time  to 
read  Revela¬ 
tion  chapters  6-8  to  get  a  better  grasp  on 
what  is  taking  place  in  chapter  9. 

In  Revelation  6,  Jesus  begins  to  open 
the  seals  on  toe  scroll  The  first  four  seals 
serve  as  instruments  of  judgment  from 
God  to  indicate  His  wrath  on  toe  earth.  The 
middle  of  chapter  6  shows  God’s  love  and 
assurance  for  martyred  believers  and  the 
dose  of  Revelation  6  reveals  9ome  of  the 


disasters  on  earth  in  light  of  God’s  judg¬ 
ment  Revelation  7  is  an  interlude  before 
the  opening  of  the  seventh  seal  and  God’s 
acts  of  grace  toward  every  tribe  of  Israel. 
Chapter  8  reaxds  toe  sounding  of  various 
trumpets  and  the  disasters  that  followed. 
The  punishments  were  severe,  destroying 
a  third  of  everything. 

This  brings  us  to  Revelation  9  and  the 
abyss  (more  commonly  referred  to  as  the 
bottomless  pit).  Locusts  mav^not  sewn 

.  :  threat  to  us 
today,  but  in 
John’s  day 

Explore  the  Bible  S 

I  portraying 
I  swarmed 
across  large 
areas  and 

were  agents  of  mass  destruction.  They 

robbed  the  land  of  needed  crops  and  other 
vital  plant  life.  This  would  poee  not  only 
an  economic  problem  for  the  people,  but 
a  problem  of  food  sources,  starvation  and 
possible  poverty.  A  locust  problem  was  a 
livelihood  problem. 

However,  the  locusts  in  Revelation  9 
were  not  your  typical  locusts.  Their  tar¬ 


get  wasn’t  plant  life  or  vegetation,  it  was 
people!  Only  two  groups  of  people  were 
exempt  from  the  terrible  torment  of  the 
locusts:  the  144,000  Jewish  evangelists 
mentioned  in  chapter  7  and  their  converts. 
Those  without  the  seal  of  God  on  their 
foreheads  were  to  be  tormented  for  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  5  months  (the  normal  life  cycle  of  a 
locust).  It  is  debated  the  nature  of  this  seal 
Somebetiec  Uo be  the  Holy  Spirit  while 
others  believe  :t  is  indicative  to  the  name 
of  God. 

The  pain  inflicted  by  the  locusts  were 
comparable  to  the  stings  from  a  scorpion. 
The  pain  would  be  so  intense,  many  would 
seek  death  but  not  find  it  (Revelation  9:6). 
To  give  you  a  picture  the  devastation  lo¬ 
custs  could  have,  read  Exodus  10:1-20  and 
Joel  1:1-12.  This  is  one  section  of  Scripture 
that  doses  abruptly  and  leaves  little  in  the 
way  of  misunderstanding.  However,  even 
in  a  picture  of  torment  as  vivid  as  this  one, 
God  is  merciful  in  that  He  allows  us  to 
know  ahead  of  tone  of  what  is  to  come  for 
those  who  refuse  to  trust  in  Him  for  sal¬ 
vation.  Thus,  we  should  be  compelled  to 
share  the  gospel.  We  are  inching  closer  to 
the  end  of  the  hook,  hold  on.  The  best  is 
yet  to  come! 

McKay  is  pastor  of  Harpenille  Church, 
HarpennUe. 


Return  to  Unity  •  Acts  4:31-37 


In  1988  1  met  a  couple  while  serv¬ 
ing  with  NAM  B  that  would  c  hange  how  I 
viewed  by  possessions  the  rest  of  my  life. 
Whenever:  and  however  they  saw  a  need 
and  they  felt  Holy  Spirit  led,  they  would 
rive  whatever  resource  they  had  to  meet 
mat  need.  Summer  mission’s  team  needs 
a  car  to  drive  around  the  state  for  revivals? 
“Here’s  one’,  they  said.  US-2  missionary 
here  from  Mississippi  and  needs  friends 
and  a  hot  meal?  “Meet  me  at  the  Black- 
eyed  Pfea*,  they  said  The  most  profound 
way  their  life  spoke  to  me  was  when  their 
niece  and  two  nephews-aD  under  the  ages 
of  8  needed  a  home.  “Here’s  your  home  , 
they  said  They  lived  (and  still  live)  their 
lives  with  a  tight  hold  on  eternity  and  a 
loose  hold  on  their  stuff.  This  profound 
and  intentional  lifestyle  was  much  life  the 
eariy  church  in  today  s  lesson. 

Christian  Unity  is  Based  on  a 
Single  Passion  (Acts  4-30 

In  verses  21-30  of  chapter  4,  Peter  and 
John  had  been  released  from  imprison¬ 
ment  for  Drenching  and  ministering  in  toe 
name  of  Jerusalem  church  im¬ 

mediately  prayed  for  continued  boldness 
and  Holy  Spirit  fueled  power  to  continue 
advancing  toe  Gospel.  God  replied  imme¬ 
diately  by  sending  toe  Holy  Spirit  as  the 
place  they  were  gathered  was  liteiufly  shak¬ 
en.  The  spiritual  aftershocks  would  impact 
those  garnered  as  weB  as  those  they  would 


soon  encounter  as  Luke  reveals  those  gath¬ 
ered  were  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
continued  to  proclaim  the  Gospd  boldly. 
Hus  first  church  was  unified  through  their 
trials  and  in  spite  of  societal  pressure  to  re¬ 
main  silent. 

Christian  Unity  Must  be  Gospel 


Gospel  also  directly  affected  their  per¬ 
sonal  lives.  As  needs  within  this  local 
body  of  believers  were  recognized,  those 

who  had  possessions  would  sell  what 
they  owned  ia  order  to  meet  another  a 
needs.  The  example  of  Barnabas  sell¬ 
ing  a  piece  of  lancf  he  owned  and  bring¬ 
ing  the  proceeds  as  an  offering  to  the 


or  revivals?  ChnM» .UnnyMiun  or  of  day.  How  is  the  Holy  Spin 

were  faithful  to  uiS^lfishness  for  the  sake  of  umty  aml  a  In  what  ways/areas  aw 
,n„mhon-  demonstration  of  love  for  a  faith  family  that  the  church  can  boWK 


As  these  early  believers  were  taitwui  to  unseinsnness  iur  u.c  ****  - 

proclaim  the  Gospel,  and  Luke  is  intention-  demonstration  of  love  fora  faith  family 
al  to  indude  that  they  boldly  proclaimed  and  the  advancement  of  the  Gospel, 
the  resurrection  (the  primary  source  of  the 


Run 

Today’s  believers  must  become  bold¬ 
er  in  proclaiming  the  pure  Gospel,  even 
in  the  face  of  rising  resistance.  God  was 
faithful  to  provide  the  first  church  with 
Holy  Spirit  power  as  they  committed  to 
proclaim  the  Gospel  and  this  power  is 
available  to  a  Gospel  unified  church  to¬ 
day.  How  is  the  Holy  Spirit  leading  you? 
In  what  ways/areas  can  vou  surrender  so 


Jew’s  chs-  minfflftiiTiJ 

dain  for  the 
first  Chris- 

“  Bible  Studies  for  life 

the  extent  ^mwith  Beth  5.  Bowman 

that  they 
shared  their 
belongings  | 
with  one 

a  result  of  their  faithfulness  with  the  Gos¬ 
pel  and  faithfulness  toward  one  another  s 
needs,  they  received  Hoh  Spirit  empower¬ 
ment  and  God’s  favor. 

Christian  Unity  is  Grounded  in 
Unaelfwhneas  (Acta  4:34-37) 

The  unity  these  first  believers  shared 
around  the  bold  advancement  of  the 


Walk 

The  uni¬ 
ty  of  these 
first  Christ 
followers 
should  be 
m  o  t  i  v  a  - 
tion  for  us 
to  see  the 
power  in 
a  unified 
focus  on 
and  for  the  advancement  of  toe 


go  forward? 


Soar 

Just  as  the  initial  Christ  followers  were 
committed  to  the  cause  of  the  Gospel  to 
the  extent  that  they  sold  possessions  to 
provide  for  the  needs  of  their  fellow  be¬ 
lievers  and  for  the  needs  of  the  faith  com 
muitity.  Western  believers  today  have 
such  a  tight  grip  on  “their  stuff”  that  this 
principal  seems  foreign  and  impractical 
A  faitn  family  which  would  confess  its 


arcsuh  oftheir  faithfulness  with  the  Goa-  prayer  and  fortoeadvancement  of  the 
pel  and  faithfulness  toward  one  another1*  Gospel  Thesefirst  bgh^rLr^fj!^ 

ment  and  God's  favor  srengn  tod>y  sj^ 

0,ri^UnhyU  Grounded  in  SX 


w  and  then  sacrifirially  provide  for  one 
those  in  need  and  for  Gospel  advance 
ment  would,  no  doubt,  experience  Holy 
Spirit  power  and  God’s  grace  Kke  the  First 
Century  church.  What  can  you  give  away 
TODAY  to  bless  God’s  people?  Well,  go 
doit 


and  the  Gospel.  Pray  daily  and  ask  God  to 
show  you  areas  in  your  life  where  you  can 
promote  unity  in  the  body. 


Bowman  is  Minister  of  Connection , 
First  Church ,  Brandon,  and  a  speaker 
for  women  s  events. 


PASTORS 

coot  front  p .  1 

demolition  of  part  of  its  wor¬ 
ship  center  as  Muslim  investors 
have  tried  to  take  it  over. 

Police  beat  and  arrested  38 
Christians  from  the  church  on 
Dec.  2,  2014,  and  fined  most  of 
them,  releasing  them  later  that 


night.  Reith  had  been  arrested 
after  submitting  a  letter  from 
SSPEC  leaders  inquiring  about 
the  whereabouts  of  Michael. 
The  pastors  had  also  been 
charged  with: 

■  Spying,  punishable  by 
death,  life  imprisonment,  or  pris¬ 
on  and  confiscation  of  property. 

■  Undermining  the  consti¬ 
tutional  system,  punishable  by 


death,  life  imprisonment,  or 
imprisonment  anc  confiscation 

•'Em-.  and  obtaining 
information  and  official  docu¬ 
ments,  punishable  by  two  years 
in  prison  or  a  fine. 

■  Blasphemy/ insulting  re¬ 
ligious  creeds,  punishable  by  a 
year  in  prison,  a  fine,  or  up  to 
40  lashes. 


■  Joint  acts  in  execution  of  a 
criminal  conspiracy. 

The  defense  had  called  for 
the  charges  to  be  dropped 
due  to  a  critical  lack  of  physi¬ 
cal  evidence. 

Harassment,  arrests,  and 
persecution  of  Christians  have 
intensified  since  the  secession 
of  South  Sudan  in  July  2011, 
when  Bashir  vowed  to  adopt 


a  stricter  version  of  sharia  Is¬ 
lamic  law  that  would  recognize 
only  Islamic  culture  ana  the 
Arabic  language. 

The  Sudanese  Minister  of 
Guidance  and  Endowments  an¬ 
nounced  in  April  2013  that  no 
new  licenses  would  be  granted 
for  building  new'  churches  in 
Sudan,  citing  a  decrease  in  the 
South  Sudanese  population. 


The  Baptist  Record  August  13,  2015 


Just  for  the  Record 


Ten  GA  girts  from  MT.  PLEASANT  CHURCH.  GLOSTER, 

and  their  leaders  spent  July  13  - 18  at  Judson  Baptist  Retreat 
near  Jackson.  La. 


CALVARY  CHURCH.  SUMMIT,  treated  their 
children  to  a  back  to  school  parade  Aug.  5. 
Mike  Burns,  pastor. 


Youth  from  EVANSVILLE  CHURCH. 

COLDWATER.  went  to  Mission  Arlington 
July  11  -  18,  working  with  an  apartment 
church  doing  children's  church  and  pro¬ 
moting  and  hgbting  backyard  Bible  clubs. 


UNION  HALL  CHURCH,  BROOKHAVEN,  recently  held 
a  youth  revival.  Sammy  Holcomb,  speaker;  Stonewater, 
music. 


ENTERPRISE  CHURCH.  CLARKE  COUNTY. 

recently  ordained  Allen  Elmore  and  Casey  Burt 

as  deacons. 


PINE  GROVE  CHURCH.  MAGEE,  recent 
ty  licensed  Andrew  Wallace  to  preach.  He  is 
shown  with  interim  pastor  Jay  Hays. 


Women  from  FIRST  CHURCH,  BRANDON,  attended  the 
Explorers  Bible  Study  Conference  at  Oxford  Church.  July  31  - 


In  other  Church  News: 

►  Chutes  NsO.  pastor,  Hsbson 
Church.  Granada,  will  preach  at 
First  Church,  Grenada  Aug.  16, 
10:30  am,  on  the  anniversary 
of  sixty  years  in  ministry.  Nan 
preached  his  first  sermon  at  Fin* 
Church  in  1955,  the  summer  he 
graduated  from  high  school 

►  Pelahatchia  Church,  Mft- 
hatchie.  wtD  boat  Legacy  Five 
in  concert  Aug.  14,  7  p.m.  Love 
offering. 

►  Rrtt  Church.  forty,  exceeded 
its  goal  of  $1790  for  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Children’s  Viflaae 
by  givii*  a  total  of  $232S  43-  The 
children  in  Vacation  Bible  School 
raised  almost  $850. 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleated  to  publish  news  and 
photographs  of  special  events  that  take  place  in  cooperating 
churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conversion.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  end  activities  tor  secular 
or  outside  organizations  will  nc  be  published. 

Preferred  method:  news  nvy  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  e-mai  address  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 
message  segment  of  an  email  form  Secondary  method:  news 
may  be  typewritten  or  needy  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  paper 
and  mailed.  AM  articles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone  Due  to  ever- present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted.  Photograph 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the  who.  what.  whan, 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person  s 
address  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electromcaky  via  email,  as 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  Herd  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  servtee  wM  not  be  accepted.  Photo¬ 
graphs  must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  welHighted.  Photographs 
must  depict  people.  No  landscape-,  budding-,  or  objector^ 
photographs  wB  be  printed.  Photographs  containing  inappropri¬ 
ate  gestures  and  objectionable  dothmg  will  net  be  published 
Cell  phone  photographs  end  other  lew  resolution  items  that  do 
not  reproduce  we*  on  newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable 
There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
win  be  published,  end  unsolicited  material  w*  not  be 
acknowledged  or  returned  AM  news  items  era  subject  to 
editing,  and  aft  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
Items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date.  Articles  that  ere  not  dete*enti*ve  win  be 
published  on  a  spacemiiable  basis  These  guidelines  are 
not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.O.  Box  S30.  Jackson. 
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